
Kia Ora Koutou 

We hope you all enjoyed a great Queen’s Birthday weekend and successfully recharged your 
batteries in anticipation of this weekend’s French fiesta! 

Below is some important information pertaining to our dress rehearsal at Avonhead School on 
Saturday, our concert at The Piano on Sunday as well as a few other bits and pieces. 

Saturday 12 June dress rehearsal at Avonhead School 

When: the hall will be open to us from as early as 12.30 onwards. Please be ready to tune up and 
play by 1.30pm on the dot. We aim to finish the rehearsal by 4.30pm. 

Where: Avonhead School Hall, 55 Avonhead Road. 

Afternoon tea: our wonderful Jill will be looking after us so please just bring your cup as usual. 

Sunday 13 June Vive la France! concert at The Piano 

Arrive from 12.45pm onwards, please be ready to tune up by 1.20pm for a run-through rehearsal 
prior to the concert. We will aim to finish up by 2pm to give you some time to relax before the 
concert at 2.30pm. 

The access code to the backstage area of The Piano is 5453. Please enter through the back 
area only, not the main foyer. For those of you who wish to avoid the steps up to the Performers’ 
Entrance, there will be someone manning the double doors at the side entrance (flush with the 
carpark) from 1pm to 1.15pm. Once we start rehearsing, these doors will need to be locked again 
(and cannot be opened using the access code) so please call Claire on 021 0235 3298 if you’re 
stuck outside with an unwieldy instrument after 1.15pm. 

If you need to use an acoustic shield, please take it home with you after Thursday’s rehearsal and 
bring it to The Piano on Sunday. Alternatively, Kate can do so for you and bring it to The Piano 
along with the percussion instruments - please let her know if you’d like her help. 

We have two car parks available to us outside the back entrance of The Piano (no. 12 and no. 13) 
- we’d like to keep these free for our double basses/harp if possible. If you end up parking on the 
road in the proximity of The Piano in a city council space, remember to put a flyer for our concert 
on your dashboard and you won’t need to pay! Alternatively, there are plenty of (paying) parking 
spaces opposite The Piano. 

Please make your way to the Chamber rather than the Green Room with your instruments so that 
the Green Room can be kept free of instruments for those wanting to sit down and relax and/or 
grab some water.  

There will be an afternoon tea following the concert. Rather than suggesting our players cover the 
cost for this, we will be putting out a couple of gold-coin donation boxes. 
🇫🇷  Dress code: in the spirit of the concert, please opt for a black lower half and a choice of either 
(French) blue, white or red on top. And feel free to add any further tricolore or French 
embellishments. The more colourful, the better! 
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Please hold on to your music after the concert. Linda and Philip will provide us with further 
instructions at our next rehearsal. 

Ticket sales are going well and online booking will remain open right up to the concert. Head over 
to www.trybooking.co.nz/HFW and remember to add the discount code VLF2021 when you get to 
the checkout and payment page. Please approach any of us on the Committee if you need help 
securing tickets or have any special seating requirements for family and friends. 

Thursday 8 July retirement village concert at the Woolston Club 

More details coming soon! Philip will decide on what he would like us to play after this weekend’s 
concert. 

Sunday 15 August CSO Big Play Out at the Town Hall  

We have successfully registered our orchestra for a 20-minute “Performance Showcase” slot! 
Before Philip can decide on a programme, however, we need to get a clearer idea regarding 
numbers and instrumentation, so we will put a list out on the info table for you to indicate whether 
or not you intend to take part. 

Please remember that if you want to join the massed orchestra, you will need to register for this 
individually if you haven’t done so already. Apparently spaces are filling up fast! Here is the link: 

https://cso.co.nz/big-play-out 

Sunday 5 September chamber music concert at A Rolling Stone 

Those of you who have already formed a group to perform at our chamber concert, please could 
you put your name down on a(nother!) list that we will have ready for you on the info table. This 
will give us a better idea of who is definitely playing and how much time can be allocated to each 
group. 
  
And finally… in other news: 

Our concert master Amandine is now officially a fully-fledged member of the CSO, having 
successfully completed her trial period. A huge félicitations from all of us, Amandine. We are so 
very proud of you! 

You might spot some familiar faces when our reinforcements join us this week. We are delighted to 
welcome Kim Blackmore back on trombone, as well as Margaret Noble who will be joining the first 
violins again especially for this concert. We would also like to extend a warm welcome to Matthew 
Harris who is standing in for our other Matthew on tuba, and Beth Goodwin who is standing in for 
Tonya in the violas.  

From the Committee, a big thank you for all your enthusiasm and hard work. We look forward to 
enjoying a fantastic concert on Sunday!  

As always, if you have any thoughts, questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to approach 
any of us on the Committee and we will do our utmost to address them. 
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